MAY 25 POLITICAL COMMITTEE MOTION ON GAY LIBERATION

1) That the party conduct a probe of the gay liberation movement
for the purpose of gatherlng information. The information sought includes
facts about the present size of the gay liberation movement, its geographi-
cal spread, the history of its development, the specific nature of the
different gay liberation groups, the demands which have been raised by the
gay liberation organizations, the political positions of the different
currents within the gay liberation movement, the positions of our opponents
concerning it, and its relationship to the developlng radicalization.

2) The probe will be conducted within the framework of the party's
unconditional support to the struggles of homosexuals for civil and human
rights against the discrimination and oppression they suffer under capl-
talism. However, steps taken for the purposes of this probe do not signi-
fy setting in motion at this time a process of party fractional interven-
tion based on a defined strategic and tactical orientation in the gay
liberation movement. The purpose of this probe is solely to gather the
necessary information about gay liberation formations and actions so that
the party can then determine its policy toward them.

3) The party branches are responsible for carrying out this probe
in their areas. The decisions on how to do this in each case must be made
in light of the overall personnel situation and the responsibility of the
branch to carry out the major activities of the party.

In cases where there are openly gay comrades, individuals can be
assigned to attend meetings and participate in selected activities of
different gay liberation organizations and ad hoc formations as part of
this probe. However, these comrades should not be assigned to this probe
on any premise that in their particular case such an assignment should
automatically have priority over other party tasks.

Homosexual comrades have Jjoined or will join the SWP on the same
basis that anyone else joins the SWP, on the basis of acceptance of our
full program and agreement to loyally build the SWP and help to carry
out its decisions in all spheres of party work. Conversely, the party
as a whole has the responsibility to see thata homosexual comrade, like
any other comrade, is integrated in a rounded way in party life and
activities.

The deepgoing personal consequences for anyone to openly declare
themselves to be homosexual emphasizes the importance of the fact that
the question of whether or not a homosexual comrade decides to so
declare himself or herself is a personal decision. No pressure from
the party should be placed on any comrade either for or against them
openly declaring themselves as gay.

4) This probe will be carried out in collaboration with the
YSA, which has initiated similar action. It is to be conducted under the
supervision of the Administrative Committee. All reports, results and
questions concerning this probe should be addressed to the Administrative
Committee.
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PROPOSED MOTION TO CONVENTION FROM OUTGOING NATIONAL COMMITTEE
ON GAY LIBERATION MOVEMENT

To approve the memorandum on membership policy adopted by
the Political Committee on November 1%, 1970.

To reaffirm the party's position, stated in the Political
Committee motion of May 25, 1971, of unconditional support
to the struggles of homosexuals for full democratic rights,
including full civil and human rights, and against all the
forms of discrimination and oppression they suffer under
capitalism.

To end the information gathering probe of the gay liberation
movement initiated by the Political Committee on May 25, 1971.

To authorize the National Committee to organize, following
the convention, an internal party literary discussion of
the gay liberation movement and the party's orientation

to it, leading to a decision by a plenum of the National
Committee.



